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On March 1 the emperor's answer, which had been drawn
up by Kaunitz and contained an attack upon the Jacobins,1
was read by the minister De Lessart to the Legislative
Assembly, but hardly was it finished when a rumour arose
that the answer had really been drawn up by Barnave and
Duport. One deputy then went further, and even accused
De Lessart of having himself composed the emperor's answer.
The correspondence of Marie Antoinette with her brother
shows clearly that in reality she suggested the emperor's
answer,2 for in his affection for his sister he was ready to do
what he could to improve her position, while at the same time
he both hated and feared a war with France. Hardly had the
excitement caused by his letter grown to its height, when the
news suddenly arrived in Paris that the Emperor Leopold had
died on that very 1st of March.

The death of the Emperor Leopold was a very serious
blow to the cause of monarchy in France. He had become at
a very early age Grand Duke of Tuscany, and has already
been noticed as one of those benevolent despots whose work
was so notable just before the outbreak of the Revolution. He
was called the economist king from his physiocratic tendencies,
and by his skilful distribution of the weight of taxation had
greatly enriched his Italian principality. He had also sup-
ported Scipio de Ricci in his Church policy. That bishop had
perceived the general disrepute into which the Catholic Church
in Tuscany had fallen, and had taken measures to make it
more national by decreasing the number of bishoprics and of
monks, and by spending a larger proportion of the revenues of
the Church on education, hospitals, and charity; and in all his
endeavours Leopold had warmly seconded him.3 When, on
the death of his brother, the Emperor Joseph, he had succeeded
to the imperial throne, he found a difficult task before him.
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